Disclosure for

Mrs. Petersen’s Class

2019-2020
As we begin a new school year, I am anxious to become better acquainted with you so that we can work together to ensure that your child has the most successful second grade year possible.  Please feel free to call or email me whenever you have a concern about your child or if you have a question about anything that is happening in our classroom.  I am here by 7:30 a.m. each morning and I usually leave at 5:00 p.m.  My email address is:

lpetersen@graniteschools.org

I will usually email you with any concerns or questions I may have regarding your child. I will call or text you if it is extremely important.  Please make sure your information is current and legible on your child’s registration card. 
For those of you with Internet access, my classroom website can be found at:

https://petersenwebsite.weebly.com
On this site, you can find reminders for upcoming special events, homework reminders, and links to learning activities for math, reading, and spelling.

WAYS YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD

· Praise your child often.

· Check papers each night. All corrected and/ or recorded work will be stamped.

· Listen to your child read.  Be patient-- reading requires repetition, review, and lots of encouragement.

· Help your child memorize and write his / her phone number & address and tie his or her own shoes!

· Help your child memorize addition and subtraction facts with answers to and from 18.  

BIRTHDAYS

Your child may bring a birthday treat for the class on the day that we celebrate his or her birthday. This is optional and only if you chose to do so.  Just a reminder:  The treat should be purchased rather than homemade... gum and red punch are really hard to clean out of the carpet. Please avoid these two items.  We currently have 22 students in our class, but it would be wise to check on this amount ahead of time.  Also, we will celebrate all summer birthdays on Field Day this year. (May 20th) If your child’s birthday falls on a Saturday, we will celebrate the Friday before.  If your child’s birthday falls on a Sunday, we will celebrate the following Monday.

DONATIONS

· #2 pencils can always be used and are appreciated.

· Kleenex or other brands of tissue… to take care of runny noses throughout the year.  (One box per student is requested.)
· Glue sticks
· Erasers (Pink Pearl and / or pencil top)

BACKPACKS

Please be sure your child brings a backpack to school every day.  Papers are less likely to be lost if they are carried in a backpack or bag of some sort.  Plastic grocery sacks will be supplied for those students who forget to bring one or can’t afford one.  Please make it a habit to ask your child to see his or her schoolwork and check for homework and notes every day.
CURRICULUM
Language Arts will consist of large and small group instruction, fluency practice provided by parent volunteers, spelling practice, Lexia practice on our Chromebooks, and Writing Workshop. Three years ago, Granite School District purchased a new Common Core aligned language arts program called Reading Wonders. I will be utilizing this program this year as my main teaching tool.
Math reinforces standards mandated by the Utah Common Core.  Our math program is called “Go Math!” It is taught and practiced utilizing online components.  Math homework will not be sent home this year.  I have found that students who understand the concept taught during the day finish their homework quickly and usually return it the next day. Students who struggle with new concepts and/or have little home support, never do their homework.  Because of this, I have decided to use the Go Math! practice page as the student’s “self-start” for the following day. I will go over the page with students each morning when they have completed it. Those who don’t quite understand the concept will have a chance to practice that specific concept again during math small group time. 

In lieu of a math homework page, please be consistent in working with your child on his or her math facts 5-10 minutes each night or 30 minutes sometime during the week. Math fact practice sheets will be handed out at our first SEP Conference and math fact tests will be given every Friday, beginning in the middle of October. 

“Interconnections” is a program that combines social studies, science, writing, thinking skills and art into one curriculum.  New to second grade: Science and Social Studies will now be graded subjects!
Homework

Granite School District has mandated that all second graders should do 20 minutes of reading each evening.  The only other required homework will be math fact practice until all math facts are passed. Homework should not take more than 40 minutes each night unless your child has not competed his assignments in class.  If this is the case, it will take longer than 40 minutes.  (If a student does not finish his assignment in class, it is usually because he or she has chosen to not use his / her time wisely… either by talking too much, by goofing off, or by not focusing their attention on their work.) 

 I require homework to be done Monday through Thursday:
#1:   READING:  20 minutes each night. (At least Monday-Thursday + Friday and the weekend, if possible.)

Public library books, paper decodables that might be sent home (depending on your child’s reading level), and / or books from a home library could be read for the required reading minutes.  For those who don’t have access to the public library, if you send a note in your child’s planner requesting reading material on your child’s reading level, I will be happy to lend my books to them. I will give students a new one to take home when the old one has been returned. School library books may also be taken home, as long as I have a note from a parent requesting them. Please remember that you are responsible for repayment of my books and of library books if they are lost. 

#2: MATH FACT PRACTICE: A complete set of math facts will be included in your first SEP folder.  Please have your child cut them apart and place a rubber band around them for safekeeping. I cannot afford to replace lost sets.  Please keep track of them!  Your child should study and memorize math facts at least three nights each week, 5-10 minutes each night.  The goal is to be able to pass off each color of facts in less than 2 minutes.  If your child has to use fingers to come up with the correct answer, they are not memorized and will need more work.  We will be taking timed math tests each Friday to monitor your child’s progress. After your child has passed off each set of facts, he / she will be tested on the next set of facts.  We will pass off the easy addition facts first, the easy subtraction facts next, the harder addition facts after that, followed by the harder subtraction.  Math facts will be graded. For those students who put forth the effort to memorize all 9 sets of math facts before May 15th, a special certificate and treat will be given as soon as this happens.

#3:  SPELLING: Spelling homework will be optional this year. It will be sent home on Mondays and students who return it completed on Fridays will receive a Spelling Bee Buck that can be spent at our school store at the end of each term.
 Also, any work that is not completed during the day may be brought home, finished, and returned the next day for full credit. I will only accept late work with no penalty until the Friday of the week it is due. (This is the day most grades are entered into my computer.)  After that, only half-credit will be issued for late assignments unless your child has been ill.  If your child is ill, please do what you can to have a sibling or friend pick up the missing assignments and return them within the week if it is an extended illness. 
VOLUNTEERS 
I love to have volunteers in our classroom! I need volunteers to listen to students read their fluency passages on a weekly basis, plan and supervise classroom parties, as well as photocopy and prepare classroom materials.  If you feel you can contribute to our classroom in this way, either just once in a while or on a continuing basis for one hour each week, please sign the volunteer sheet that will be placed outside our classroom door at our first SEP Conference in September.

Recess

Whenever possible, your child should go out for recess.  I will keep students in when it rains or when it is very cold and/ or snowy.  If a child must stay in because he/ she has been ill, I will need a daily note from home.  Please keep in mind that I am obligated to stay in my classroom when there are students in my room.  This means I cannot use the restroom myself, run off missing work, or check my box at the office when your child needs to stay in.  Please send notes only when absolutely necessary and please be sure your child is properly dressed for the weather!

Student Folders / Behavior Tracking
Fox Hills Elementary will provide each student with a folder. This folder will be used to carry daily work home and will have a pocket dedicated for the homework packet. It will also be used as a home communicator for behavior for students on a behavior contract. It can also be used for you to send information that I may need to know, such as upcoming Dr. appointments or vacations. If your child is on a contract, I will place a colored star in the daily boxes that will correlate with our classroom behavior chart.  Green is good… Yellow is one warning… Red is two warnings with consequences… and Blue is one step worse than that and is considered “bad”. If your child receives a black card, both you and your child will need to meet with me either before or after school the following day to set up a plan so this will not happen again. Home consequences should be provided if your child gets a red, blue, or black card/star during the day.  PURPLE is GREAT!  Those students who receive a purple star have been green all week and have earned entrance into “The Purple Club.”  A small treat will be awarded to students with purple cards on Fridays.  Folders need to go home daily. If your child is on a behavior contract, the calendar must be initialed by you in the box containing your child’s behavior star for that day, and then returned the next day.  Lost planners can be purchased from the office as long as the supply is available.

Snacks
The 2nd Grade lunchtime is at 12:15. As it can be difficult for some students to eat lunch later than they may have during the summer break, I will provide a small snack for students at our morning recess time for the first three days of school. If your child needs a snack beyond that, you will need to send a small, healthy snack for them daily. (A string cheese stick, granola bar, a snack sack of apples slices or grapes, etc…) Please help your child eat a good breakfast each morning to help them stay focused on our morning work. Rumbling tummies seem to always take precedence over learning!

Grading

Granite School District is transitioning to PBG. (Proficiency Based Grading) 2nd graders are now graded on a 1-4 scale.... with 3 meaning “Proficient”. A grade of “4” is only for those students who have gone above and beyond mastery. Very few 4’s will be awarded with this new system. If your child receives all 3’s, they are doing fine and have met all their requirements for that subject for the term.  Math, Science, and Social Studies will be graded utilizing the PBG system this year. Language Arts will remain the same as in past years.
I grade all student tests in all subject areas.  Tests account for the majority of your child’s grade. Homework is no longer a part of the grading system. Scores on assignments done in school make up the remaining portion of the grade.
I DO NOT grade student’s in-class work regularly because we often do it together.  I record assignments as completed or not.  If your child brings home an assignment with a stamp on it (other than the HOMEWORK stamp), this means it was recorded.  If your child brings home unstamped papers, they were not recorded and should be completed and returned the following day for full credit.  Half credit will be given for assignments turned in more than a week late.  If a poor score is obtained on a test, and the student wishes to improve his or her grade, they may retake it with a note from home, stating that the student has practiced the content and would like another try. (Usually form B.)

Scholastic Book Orders

I will periodically send home Scholastic Book order flyers for you to order books from, if you would like. There are many low-priced books offered, with many for $1-3. You may order online using our class code, which will be at the top of each flyer, should you choose to do so.  I will also accept the order form with the exact amount of cash or a check made out to Scholastic Book Club. I will use the points earned through these book orders to enhance our classroom library.

Show and Tell

There will be very little “Show and Tell” of the kindergarten / 1st grade variety. However, if your child, or someone else in your family goes on a trip or vacation, or spends time in another state or country, and your child would like to share pictures or items from those places, students may bring them on the first Friday of each month. The exception to this rule will be the first Friday in January. On this day, students may bring ONE toy from home…. No electronics, and no pets, please!  
I am looking forward to another great year. If you have any questions about the information in this packet, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 







Sincerely,








Mrs. Petersen
